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"The Play’s the thing !""—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drucp Zane Cheatre. 

The Messiah is the only one of Handel’s Oratorios which is ever 
performed entire in the present day, what are Selections being more 
suited to the taste of a playhouse audience, though the appearance of 
this Theatre last night, when. The Messiah was performed, would seem 
to contradict our assertion, as the audience was more numerous than 
on the two previous nights when Selections were given. Still, how- 
ever, it must be confessed that it requires all the enthusiasm of real 
amateurs to set out an Oratorio composed in so severe and unbending 
a style as The Messiah, and the manner in which it was executed last 
night called forth an unusual exertion of patience, for we never heard it 
so inefficiently given as a whole. Braham and Phillips, it is true, sang 
delightfally, bat there was no female singer at all capable of doing 
justice to Hasdel’s music. Madame Stockhausen was to have sung 
the pieces usually given tothe prima donna, t ut there were bills posted 
at the box entrance announcing that that lady being obliged to leave 
at the end of the First Part, Miss Pearson had kindly consented to 
sing ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth,’ and the consequence was that 
beautiful air was spoilt, and Miss Pearson was hissed for her kindness. 
Mrs Bishop failed completely ia the airs allotted to her; at the end of 
‘Thou didst not leave,’ she introduced a common place cadenza which 
ealled forth strong symptoms of dicapprobation. Harriet Cawse sang 
‘He was despised,’ charmingly ; it was one of {the greatest treats. of, 
the wight The chorusses were not as well given as we bave heard 
them: two of them were encored. Between the Parts, Mrs Anderson 
played variations on the piano, and little Co!lins on the violin; the lat- 
ter was enthusiastically encored. 


Otympic.—A new Barletta, entitled The Young Hopefuls, was 
brought ont at this Theatre on Thursday evening, and, it is almost 
superfluous to add, when it is known, that Vestiis, the Vinings, and 
Liston, played the principal characters, with complete success. The 
plot is founded .on one of the innumerable anecdotes which are re- 
counted of the discipline of the Great Frederick of Prossia. Two of 
the pages of that despotic monarch, Leopold Steinford, (Vestris,) 
aud Rosenheim, {Miss Pincott,) having spent the night at a gaming- 














table, fall asteep io the King’s antichamber, whilst waiting to. com- 


mence their morning’s duties. Io this situation they are detected by 
Frederick, and Rosenheim by talking in his sleep, betrays the secret 
of their previous nights debauch. The King inv his horror of gaming 
sends them both prisoners to a neighbouring fortress, where they are 
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followed by Bluffenblunt, (W. Vining,) and Baron Von Noodleschtern 
(Liston.) A battle now takes place in the vicinity of the fortress, 
and the governor going to join the combatants, leaves the Baron as 
his deputy, and gives the keys to Bluffenblunt. The young Hopefuls 
persuade the latter to accompany them to the battle; they pe:form 
prodigies of valour, and are not only forgiven by the king, but at the 
the request of Bluffenblunt, who had saved the king’s life, they have 
lieutenants’ commissions given them, and the piece ends to the satis- 
faction of all parties. It will be perceived there is no novelty in this 
bagatelle, and it was principally owing to the acting, which was ex- 
cellent, that its reception was so fayorable,—The house was crowded. 








Fashionable Lounges 
T'o the Editor of The Theatricat Observer. 

Dear Me Epitor—I address you from the highly respectable house known 
as the Mitre Tavern, in Mitre Court, Fleet Street, and kept by that indefatiga- 
ble landlord, William Smith—here I find neatness, moderate charges, and dis- 
patch—ac: emmodation for commercial men—social and pleasant Segar Room— 
superior Welch rabbits, poachedeggs, with Stout and Ales in the highest per- 
fection—do pop in—just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’tintrade— 
but will you excuse me, I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday call at the Queen’s Bazaar 7S, Oxford Street—splendidly fittea-up and 
magnificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, the 4 Views, by Stan ‘eld, 
highly interesting—Lounge in the Physiorama, 14 Views from all parts of the 
world truly unique ard beautiful—Step into the Room where Burns’s Jolly 
Beggars «.re exhibited, composed of 8 Figures, the size of life, by the self- 
taught Scottish Artist, which fer delicate conception, gracefulness of attitude, 
proportion of parts, & exquisite finish of workmanship have never been equalled. 

Afterwards, { inspect the wonder of wonders, TheGigantic Whale, the length 
of which is 95 feet, at the handsome Pavilion, Charing-Cross,—hundreds of 
the curious, visit this Queen of the Seas, which excites the admiration, and 
astonishment of the public. 

Tuesday, call at the Egyptian Hall Bazaar, Piccadilly, to visit that Pheno- 
maenon the Highland Youth, whose miraculous powers of Double Sight sur- 
pass beli-f. Science is baffled by this child, and ina less enlightened age, he 
and his father would have been burnt for wizards. His levees (every half-hour) 
are crowded by the elite of the land. 

To-morrow I anticipate a delightful hour in examining The Automatons, at 28 
Old Bond Street—The Musical Lady, Juvenile Artist, Magician, Rope Dancer, 
Walking Figure, Magnificent Vase, &c. also a Mechanical Moving Cosmorama. 
These siugular curiosities, { am told, will shortly leave England for America. 

On Friday, 1 pop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Drop in at Tate’s, 49, Leicester Square, where there is a matchless re-union 
of articles of taste and virtu, and everything that is rare in Marbles, Bronzes, 
Pictures, China, Bijouterie, and costly Furniture—must provide myself with a 
set of his casts, in bronze, of living characters, executed a merveille, striking 
likenesses, and very cheap. 

Saturday evening call in at Brert’s, 109, Drury Lane, for my weekly allow- 
ance of Cream of the Valley, and Patent Brandy, as recommended by my Phy- 
sician. Can't bear to give trouble, so just pop a couple of bottles in my pockets, 
and order a gailon of each to be sent to Mrs.——, who, though a most exem- 
plary member of the Temperance Society, has no objection to a drop of goed 
stuff, taken medicinally. 

Last night I had a puzzler ;—just as I was putting on my night-cap, “ Pavl,’ 
said Mrs, Pry, ‘“‘whatis myre brilliant than Peak’s wit, or blacker than Miss. 
Love’s eyes? I made a hit-—-Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a good one ?— 
but LT intrude, beg pardon, your’s, &c. PAUL PRY. 




















Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (13th time,) a new Grand Romantie Opera, entitled 


THE DAMON; 


OR, THE MYSTIC BRANCH. 


ith the whole of the Music from the Opera of Robert le Diable, 
by Mayerbeer. 
The Scenery by Messrs Marinari, Andrews, Adams, Franklin, Hilliard, and 
Stanfield. The Dresses, from Drawings purchased at Paris, Mr Palmer, Mrs 
Coombs, &c, The Properties »nd Decorations by Mr Blamire, &c. The Ma- 
chitery by Mr Nall. The Ballet arranged by Miss Barnett. 
-  {R On this occasion Mr H. R, Bishop will preside in the Orchestra. 


Robert, (Duke of Normandy) Mr WOOD, 
His Equerry, Mr COOKE, King of Sicily, Mr HATTON, 
Bertram, (the !) Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
The Fiince of Grenada, Mr HOWELL, Chamberlain Mr FENTON, 
; (THE PHANTOM PRINCE!!) Mr BARTLETT, 
Alberti and Hubert, (Kaights) Mr BEDFORD, & Mr YARNOLD, 
Reimbaut, (a Minstrel) Mr TEMPLETON, 
Isabella, (Princess of Sicily) Miss F. AYTON, 

Alice, (a Norman Peasant) Mrs WOOD, Clarice, Miss FAUCIT, 
The Abbess of St. Rosalie, Mademoiselle BASEKE, 
(STATUE OF St. ROSALIE Joneaeeneanserenaavenenmmenntt 6) 
Nuns—Mademoiselles Gear, Vallancy, Willmott, Webster, Clare, 
Ladies of, the Court—Mesdames Penley, Humby, Bedford; 
Mademoiselles Pearson, Russell, Crawford, Smith, Chaplin, Jones. 
Incidents and Succession of the Scenery: 

SCENE 1—The Bay of Palermo—Andrews, with the Encampment of Duke 
Robert’s Army. 2—State Apartment— Andrews, opening on the Terrace and 
Gardens of the Palace—grand Procession to the Tournament. 3—The En- 
chanted Forest, & View of tne Field of the Tournament—Stanfield. 4—The 
Recks of St. Rosalie—Stanfield, with the Cross of St. lrenius, and Dilapidated 
Monastery. 5—The Cloisters by Moonlight, exhibiting the Cemetery of the 
Nuns, and awful-re-animation—Stanfield, grand Incantation, and Robert’s 
possession of the Mystic Branch. 6—Apartment of the Princess—Marinari. 
7—Vestibule of the Cathedral of Parlermo—Marinari. 8—Nave of the Ca> 
thedral, with a splendid Tablcau shewing the Destruction of the Demon, and 
the Union of Robert and the Princess. 

After which, (24th time) the Domestic Drama, called 


THE RENT DAY. 


In the course of which will be realized the Subjects of the popular Engrav- 
ings after WILKIE ;—Vviz. 


ts The Rent Day,’ & The Distraining for Rent.’ 
Grantley, Mr BRINDAL, Old Crumbs, Mr YOUNGE, 
Martin Heywood, Mr WALLACK, Toby Heywood, Mr COOPER, 
Bull-frog, Mr HARLEY, Hyssop, Mr BEDFORD, 
Silver Jack, Mr H. WALLACK, Beanstalk, Mr HUGHES, 
Stephen, Mr Salter, Burly, Mr Hatton, Sailor, Mr Eaton, 
First Farmer, Mr Fenton, Second Farmer, Mr C. Jones. 
Rachel Heywood, Miss PHIILLIPS, Polly Briggs, Mrs HUMBY. 


On Monday, The Damon, and The Rent Day. 














Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, (for the 2nd time,) a new Tragedy, in 5 Acts, called 


Francis the First, 


Witk new Scenery, Dresses, and Decorations, 


Francis the First, ‘King of France, Mr J. MASON, 
Charles, Duke of Alengon, Mz DIDDEAR, 
Charies....Dtike of Bourbon....Mr C. KEMBLE, 
| Laval, Mr G. BENNETT, —_— 

Vendome, Mr E S, 
Chabannes, 2 old Generals, § fr EGERTON, 
Bonnivet, Mr DURUSET, 

Gonzales, (a Sp anish Confessor,) Mr W ARDE, 
Clement Marot, (a Poet,) Mr ABBOTT, 
Lautree, Mr BAKER, 

Triboulet, (the Court Jester,) Mr KEELEY, 
Marlon, Mr PAYNE. 


Louisa of Savoy, King’s Mother, Miss F. KEMBLE, 
Francoise de Foix, Miss E. TREE, 
Margaret of Valois, the King? s Sister, Miss TAYLOR, 
Florise, Miss LEE, 





To coxsclude with, a » Drews with Music, called 


Born to Good Luck; 


Or, An frvishman’s Fortune. 
With new and appropriate Scenery, &c. 


ee Mr F. MATTHEWS, 


Count Manfredi, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Coradino, Mr DURUSET, Rufo, Mr PAYNE, 
Carlo, Mr SHEGOG, 


Paudeen O’Rafferty.......... Mr POWER, 
a Chairman, Mr ADDISON, 
Pedro ieee een «ake cael Mr IRWIN. 


Countess Molinga, Mrs TAYLEURE, 
Margaretta, Miss CAWSE, Nina, Miss H. CA WSE. 


On Monday, the Tragedy of Francis the First. 
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